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This ‘‘is not a contribution to corrupt offi-

cials’ pockets,’’ Hall told the diamond execu-
tives. ‘‘It is an investment directly in the
poor who make up the overwhelming number
of these countries’ citizens.’’

An investment in the mirco-enterprise sys-
tem, he continued, would demonstrate ‘‘the
stake you have in peace in Africa.’’

Here’s Hall’s idea: Market something like a
‘‘Hope’’ diamond—one of the gems that could
easily have come from a diamond-rich coun-
try such as Sierra Leone. Use the profits
from that sale to start the fund, then con-
tribute, say, $50 million a year to that seed
money for a decade.

Use the marketing skills gained in selling
women on ‘‘eternity rings,’’ Hall suggested.

Consider what has happened with the
Grameen Bank and other micro-enterprise
systems. The person who borrows money
(usually a woman) not only gets the loan,
but she gets supporting partners from the
bank’s committee. They teach her business
rules she may have no other way of learning,
and they offer technical assistance. In Ban-
gladesh, the bank even has officers who wan-
der about the country using cell phones to
provide help.

Almost always, these systems build up a
network of devoted people—the very ones
who are approached and supportive when re-
lief agencies seek help to stop the spread of
diseases such as AIDS.

Hall simply wants the diamond industry to
transform blood diamonds into sparkling
gems. That’s not too much to ask.
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TRIBUTE TO CURTIS J. KNOWLES,
RECIPIENT OF THE BOB LING
MEMORIAL SERVICE AWARD

HON. NICK SMITH
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2000
Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on

July 22, 2000 the Village of Athens will cele-
brate its heritage and the new millennium dur-
ing Homecoming 2000 activities. As part of the
celebration, the community will honor Curtis J.
Knowles with the Bob Ling Memorial Service
Award.

Born and raised in Hillsdale County, Michi-
gan, Curt and I attended Addison High School
and Pilgrim Fellowship at Somerset Congrega-
tional Church together. Curt attended Michigan
State University and Hillsdale College, grad-
uating in 1961. While in school, he and his fa-
ther started the Knowles Excavating Company
and did much work throughout southern Michi-
gan. Curt moved with his family to Athens in
1966 where he began teaching and coaching.
He served as the head boys’ basketball coach
until being named athletic director in 1975. In
addition to boys’ athletics, Curt coached Ath-
ens area girls softball from 1979 to 1994. He
was elected president of the Athletic Boosters
Club in 1978 and held that post until he retired
from teaching in 1996.

Curt joined the Athens Improvement Asso-
ciation in 1974 and has worked tirelessly for
the betterment of the community through nu-
merous projects, including serving as the an-
nual homecoming parade announcer for the
past 23 years. Curt is well known for his up-
beat attitude and wonderful sense of humor.

Regardless of the occasion, he always has
a funny or interesting story to share. In his re-
tirement, Curt has returned to his roots, re-
joining the family excavating business in part-
nership with his son John.

The strength of communities like Athens lies
in the many dedicated citizens who give self-
lessly of their time and talents to enhance the
quality of life for those around them. Curt
Knowles has always been one of these exem-
plary citizens.

I am proud to call Curt a lifelong friend and
join with the citizens of Athens in thanking him
for his many years of service to the commu-
nity and congratulating his on this well de-
served honor.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the Somerville Carpenters’ Local
Union #455’s 100th Anniversary. Over the last
century, Carpenters’ Local #455 has made
significant contributions to our community by
supplying skilled Craftsmen that have helped
fuel the tremendous growth of Somerset and
Hunterdon Counties.

Carpenters Local Union #455 was founded
in Somerville on January 24, 1900 by Peter J.
McGuire. Serving at the time as the Secretary
Treasurer of the United Brotherhood of Car-
penters, he understood what was necessary to
train first-rate, professional carpenters and en-
sure that they produced a top-notch, reliable
product. With this knowledge, the Carpenters’
Local #455 was established to provide training
to its workers that would allow them to
produce the excellent craftsmanship vital to
the development of our communities.

In the 100 years since its founding, the Car-
penters’ Local #455’s trade and communities
have experienced significant changes.
Throughout these transitions, it has grown
even stronger. It has remained firm in its com-
mitment to providing the very best Craftsmen
to build our communities and in its desire to
ensure a fair wage for its hard working mem-
bers.

I am pleased to say that it has been suc-
cessful in its goals. Without the expertise and
reliability of its Craftsmen, the tremendous
growth that Somerset and Hunterdon Counties
have achieved in the last century would not
have been possible. Be it the homes we live
in or the buildings we work in, the importance
of excellent craftsmanship cannot be over-
looked. Thanks to the efforts of Carpenters’
Local #455, the foundation of Central New
Jersey’s development has been a firm and se-
cure one.

The Somerville Carpenters Local Union
#455 is a great asset to both Central New Jer-
sey and our Nation. I urge all my colleagues
to join me today in recognizing its dedication
to Central New Jersey’s development and
workers.

OUTSTANDING HIGH SCHOOL SEN-
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DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO
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Thursday, July 20, 2000

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, the following
graduating high school students from the First
Congressional District of New Mexico have
been awarded the Congressional Certificate of
Merit. These students have excelled during
their academic careers and proven themselves
to be exceptional students and leaders with
their scholastic achievements, community
service, and participation in school and civic
activities. It is my pleasure to be able to rec-
ognize these outstanding students for their ac-
complishments. Their parents, their teachers,
their classmates, the people of New Mexico
and I are proud of them.

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT AWARD WINNERS 2000
Albuquerque High School, Calesia Cole;

Bernalillo High School, Sobeida M. Quin-
tana; Del Norte High School, Adam Bill; El-
dorado High School, Katrina Petney;
Estancia High School, Lorenzo Maes; Evan-
gel Christian Academy, Joy Henderson;
Evening High School, Hope Castillo; Free-
dom High School, Crystal Torres; Hope
Christian School, Nicholas Targhetta; La
Cueva High School, Danielle Jung; Los
Lunas High School, Kristian Shaffer; Menaul
High School, Daniel Chapman; Moriarty
High School, Stephen Joosten; Mountainair
High School, Anna Luna; New Futures High
School, Yadira Escalante; Rio Grande High
School, Rebecca Pauline Baca; School on
Wheels, Ralph J. Alires; Sandia High School,
Bonnie Saul; Sandia High School,
Francheska Bardacke; Sandia Preparatory
School, Michelle Lee Milne; Sierra Alter-
native High School, Geoff Joslin; St. Pius X
High School, Antonio Sandoval; Valley High
School, Brenda Bustillos; West Mesa High
School, Julia Hartmann; and West Mesa
High School, Que Huong Dong.
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Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, today I congratu-
late Reverend Howard Stark on the occasion
of his retirement as the Minister of Faith Tem-
ple in Alexander City, Alabama. The time of
one’s retirement is always a significant event
as is the change in the ministry of a church.
However, this is truly a significant event. Rev-
erend Stark, at the age of 89, is retiring after
over 60 years as the Minister of Faith Temple.
To put this in perspective, he became the min-
ister of this church before World War II began.
It is said that the measure of one’s worth is
the effect one has had on the lives of others.
It is impossible to imagine the number of lives
Reverend Stark has touched during his min-
istry and what his ministry has meant to this
church and this community. I want to join Rev-
erend Stark’s family and friends and his be-
loved church as they pay tribute to this most
remarkable man and his wife, Wynema.
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